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DOCTRINF. 


A GENERAL VIEW 
OP THE ARGUMENTS FOR THE Unity or Gop, 
From Reason, from the Scriptures, and from [listory. | 


D.D. F.R. 5. 





By Joseru PRIESTLY, 
CONTINCKD FROM PAGE 71, 


iif. Arg gun 
JA; Wd) ht hypoth 

I swans now sh ew, In as concise a manner as | 
can, that the doctrine of the Trinity, and also 
ihe Arian hypothesis, bas as little countenance 
from the scriptures as it has from reason. ‘The 
scriptures teach us that there is but one God, 
the maker and governor of alJ 


nts against. the Trinitarian and the 
C8ts from the scriptures. 


who is himself 


things; that this one God is the sole object of 


worship, and that he sent Jesus Christ to irstruct 
winankind, impowered him to work miracles, rais- 
ed him from the dead, and gave himall the pow- 
er that he ever was, or is now possessed of. 

1. ‘The scriptures contains the clearest, and 
most express declarations that there is but one 
without ever mentioning any exception in 
favour of a trinity, or guarding us against being 
led into any mistake by such general and unlim- 
xpressions. Ex. xx. 3, “ ihon shalt have 
Deut. vi. 4, ** Hear 


} 
(iod, 


ited e 
no other God before me.” 


©) israel. the Lord our God, ts one Lord.” Mark 
cin, 20, The first of all the commandments ts, 
thear. O Israel. the Lord our Ged is one Lord.” 
i Cor. ii. 5. * Tous there is but one God, the 
Pathe: é*, whom are ail things, and we in bim; 
aud one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
tinge, and we by him.” Eph. iv. 5, 6, * One 


{ 0 

Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God, and! 
F and through ail,| his divine nuiurc, but only with respect to hu- 
here is| 
between God and | 


Father of all, who is above all. 
andain you all.” 1 Tim. uw. 6, “For t 
one God, and one mediator 
men, the man Christ Jesus.” 

On the ether hand, not only does the word 
Prrnity never occur in the scriptures, but it is no 
where said that there are three persons in this one 
ffod ; nor is the doctrine explicitly laid down in 
auy other dicect proposition whatever. Christ 

lsays, John x. 30, ‘land my Father are 
one;? but he sufficiently explains himself, by 
praying that his disciples might be one with him 

same sense in which he was one with the 
Mather. John xvit. 21, 22, * That they all may 
be one, as thon Father art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us; and the glory 
which thou gavest to me, | have given them, 
fhat they may be one, even as we are one.” 

2. This one Ged is said to have created all 
things; and no intimation is given of his having 
employed any iuifertor oyent, or wastrument, in 
the work of creation. Gen. i. ‘‘In the be- 
ginning Ged created the heaven and the earth. 
—3, God said let rig? be light, and their was) 
light.” Ps. xxxili. 6, ** By the word of the Lord 


mndeec 


in the 


were the heavens pe, and ail the host of them shall be destroyed is death. 
by the breath of his mouth.—9, He spake, and jail things under his feet. 
it was done, he commanded, ani it stood fast.” | that all things are put under him, if is 


| 


womb, 1 am the Lord that maketh all things,| him, then shall the Son also bimself be subject 
that! unto him that put all things under him, that God 


Isaiah xlvi. 24. “ Thus saith the Lord, thy re- 
deemer, and he that formed thee trom the} 


that stretched forth the heavens alone, 
spreadeth forth the earth by myself.”’ 


BOSTON, 


|er persons. 





' 
’ 





{may be all in all. 


3. This one Gad is called the Father, i. e. the 
‘author of all beings; and he is called God and 
| Father with respect to Christ, as well as all oth- 


John vi. 27, * Labour not the meat 
which perisheth, but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of 
man shall give uvto you’ sor him hath God the 
Fathersealed.” John xvii. 3, * That they may 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent.””. John xx. 17, **Go to 
my brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto 
my Father and your Father, and to my God and 
your God.” Eph. i. 17. “That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him.” Col. i. 3, *% We give 
thanks to God, and the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” 

4. Christ is said expressly to be inferior to the 
lather, all his power is said to have been given 
him by the Father, and he could do nothing 
without the Father. John xiv. 28, * My Father 
is greater than 1.” 1 Cor. ii. 23, “ Ye are 
Christ's and Christ is God’s.”” 1 Cor. ix. 3, ** The 
head of Christ is God.””) John v. 19. * Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, the Son can do nothing of 
himself.” John xiv. 10, “The words that I 
speak unto you I speak not of myself, but the 
Father that dwelleth in me he doth the works.’ 
Matt. xxviii. 18, ** All power is givén to me in 


heaven andin earth.” 2 Peteri. 17. * He re- 
ceived tvom God the Father honour and glory.’ 
Rev. i. 1, ** The fevelation of Jesus Christ, w hich 


Giod gave upto him.” 
It is now alleged, that Christ did not mean that 
he was inierior to the Father with respect to 


man nature. Kutif such liberties be taken in 
*xplaming a person’s meaning, language has no 
we whatever. Onthe same principle 5, it might 
be asserted that Christ never died, or that he 
never rose from the dead, secretly meaning his 
divine nature only. There is no kind of impo-! 
sition but what might be authorized by such an} 
abuse of language as this. 

5. Some things were withheld from Christ by 
his Father. Mark xiit. 32, * But of that day, 
and that hour, knoweth no man; no not the an- 
cels that are in heaven, neither the Son, but the} 
Mather.” Matt. xx. 25, ‘To sit on my right 
hand and on my leit, is not mine to give; but it! 
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared 
of my Father.” 

6. As ail the dominion that Christ has was 
derived from the Father so # is subordinate to 
ihat of the Father. 1 Cor. xv. 24, &c. * Then 
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father when 
he shall have put down all rule and all anthority, 
and power. For he must reign till he hath put 
all enemies ander his feet. The last enemy that ! 





he satth 
manifest 
is excepted who did put all things under 
And when ali things shall be subdued to 


jut when 


lthat he 
him. 


j.”” 





I tee aera age ape ne 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1819. 


NO. 





7. Christ always prayed to the Father, and 
with as much humility and res ‘ignation, as any 
man, or the most dependent being in the uni- 
verse, could possibly do. Our Lord’s whole 
history is a proof of this; but especially the 
scene of his agony in the garden. Matt. xxvi. 
37, &c. “ And fe began to ‘be sorry and very 
heavy ; Then saith he unto them, my soul is ex- 
ceeding sorrowful, even unto death, tarry ye 
here and watch with me. And he went a little 
farther, and fell on his face and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.” 

8. Christ is not only stiled a man even after 
his resurrection, but the reasoning of the apos- 
tles, in some of the passages where he is — 
of, require that he should be considered as 
man with respect to Ais nuture, and not in name 
only, as their reasoning has no force but npon 
that supposition. Acts ii. 22, “ Jesus of Naza- 
reth, a man approved of by God, by miracles 
and wonders, and signs, which God did by him, 
in the midst of you.”? Heb. ii. 17, ** Wherefore 
it behoved him in all things to be made like un- 
to his brethren.”” Heb. i. 10, ** It became him 
for whom are all things and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect through 
suffering.” 1Cor. xv. 21, “ For since by man 
came death, by man came ‘aleo the resurrection 
from the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall ali be made alive.” 

9. Whatever exaltation Christ now enjoys, it 
is the gift of his Father, and the reward of his 
obedience unto death. Phil. uu. 8,9, * And 
being in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient to death, even the death 
of the cross. Wheretore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is a- 
bove every name.” Heb. it. 9, “ Bul we see 
Jesns, who was made a little lower than the an- 
gels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour.” Heb. xti. 2, * Looking un- 
to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith ; 
who for the joy which was set before him en- 
dured the cross. despising the shame, and sat 
down at the right band of the throne of God.” 

Let it also be considered, that no use whatev- 
er is made of the doctrine of the incarnation of 
the maker of the world, in all the New ‘Testa- 
ment. We are neither informed why so extra- 
| ordinary a measure was necessary for the salva- 
‘tion of men, nor that it was necessary. All that 
can be pretended is, that tt is alluc led to in cer- 
tain expressions. But certainly it might have 
been expected a measure of this magnitude 
should have been expressly declared, if not 
clearly explained ; that mankind might have no 


‘doubt what great things bad been dene for them; 


and that they might respect their great deliver- 


For he hath put/er, as his nature, and his proper rank in the 


creation, required. 

The author of the epistle to the lebrews ev- 
idently considered Christ as a being of a differ- 
ent rank from that of angels; and the reason 
why he says he ought to be so, is, that he might 
have a feeling of our infirmities. But, certain 
ly, we shall be more easily satisfied that any 
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person really fel: as a man, if he was truly aman, 
and nothing more than a man; than if he was 
a superior being, and especially a being so far 
superior to us as the maker of the world must 
have been, degraded to the condition of a man. 
secause if he had any recollection of his form- 
er state, the idea of that must have borne him 
up under his difficulties and sufferings, in such a 
manner as no mere man could have been sup- 
ported. And it is supposed by the Arians that 
Christ had a knowledge of his prior state, tor 
they suppose him to have referred to it in his 
prayer to the Father for the glory which he had 
with him before the world was; and yet this is 
hardly consistent with the account that Luke 
gives of his increasing in wisdom. 

No person, I think, can, with an unprejudiced 
mind, attend to these considerations, and the 
texts of scripture above recited (which are per- 
iectly agreeable to the tenor of the whole) and 
imagine that it was the intention of the sacred 
writers to represent Christ either as the su- 
preme God, or as the maker of the world under 
God. ‘There is another hypothesis, of some mo- 
dern Arians, which represent Christ as having 
pre-existed; but not as having been the creator 
or governor of the world, or the medium of all 
the dispensations of God to mankind. But those 
texts of scripture which seem to be most express 


in favour of Christ's pre-existence: do likes Ise, | 


by the same mode of interpretation, represent 
him as the maker of the world; so that if the 
fayourers of this hypothesis can suppose the 
language of these texts to be figurative, they 
may more easily suppose the other to be figu- 
rative also; and that whatever obscurity there 
may be in them, they were not intended to refer 
to any pre-existence at all. 

The passages of scripture which are suppos- 
ed to speak of Christ, as the maker of the world, 
are the following, viz. John i, 1—10.) Exph. i. 
9, Col. i. 15, &c. Heb. 1. 1, &c. These, 1 
will venture to say, are the texts that most 
strongly favour the notion of Christ’s pre-exist- 
ence. and no person can doubt but that, if they 
must be interpreted to assert that Christ pre- 
existed at all, they, with the same clearness, 
assert that he was the maker of the world.— 
But if these texts admit of a figurative interpre- 
tation, all the other texts, which are supposed 
to refer to the pre-existence only will more ea- 
sily admit of asimilar construction. ‘These two 
opinions, therefore, viz. that Christ pre-existed 
and that he was the maker of the world, ought. 
by all means, to stand or fall together; and if 
any person think the latter to be improbable, 
and contrary to the plain tenor of the scriptures 
(which uniformly represent the supreme being 
himself, without the aid of any inferior agent, 
or instrument. as the maker of the universe) he 
should abandon the doctrine of simple pre-ex- 
istence also. 

In what manner the proper Unitarians inter- 
pret these passages of scripture, may be seen in 


mv ‘ Familiar Illustrations of particular texts of 


scripture,” in several of the Socinian tracts, in 
three volumes quarto, and especially in Mr. 
Lindsey’s ‘Sequel to his Apology,’ p. 455, to 
which Lrefer my readers for a farther discussion 
of this subject. 

It is only of late years, that any persons have 


pretended to separate the two opinions of 


Christ’s pre-existence, and of his being the ma- 
ker of the world. All the ancient Arians main- 
tained both, as did Dr. Clarke, Mr. Whiston, 
Mr. Emlyn, Mr. Pierce, and their followers: 
and I do not know that any other hypothesis, 
has appeared in writing. 

TO BE CONTINVED. 
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From the St. Andrews (N.B.) Herald, of Oct. 26. 


August last, some quotations from scripture were laid 
before the public, accompanied with four queries rela- 
[ had hoped from their passing without remark for the 
last six weeks and upwards, that there was nothing to 
had been unnoticed, or at least forgotten. 

Religious doubts and controversies, particularly thro’ 
the medium of a’public pzyper, are always to be lamented. 
But much as they may be deplored, and unwilling as 
your present correspc ndent may be, to bring so aw ful 


from the Unirersalist Magazine, printed at Boston, 


calls loudly for some reply—Sucli a publication if suf- 
fered to pass unanswered, might occasion much mis- 





chief, by imposing upon the inattentive mind, and throw- 


{ing a stumbling block in the way of the weak christian. 


I shall therefore, without further preface, enter 


i my subject, which L shall endeavour to examine as 


upon 


briefly as possible. 
Our Saviour, in the days of bis incarnation, when ap- 
pealing to holy writ, respecting his person and work, 


ir testimony 


has told us, to search the scriplures f con- 
hi To scripture only then can we apply for 


cerning him. 
But here permit me to re- 


information on this head. 
mark the disingenuity with which that holy revelation 
is treated by those who oppose the doctrine of the Di- 
vinity of Christ, in questing a variety of passages, which 
seemingly contradict it, and then advancing with all 


the air of gravity, and with every seeming wish to ad- 
vance the cause of truth and religion, that if scripture 


be consistent, he who is therein declared inferior to God 
But, the smallest degree of observa- 


cannot be divine. t 
liscover how little argument and sense 


the 


tion will alone « 
such cavillers can boast of, and how bad cause, 
which must thus be propped up by 
Christ said to be ** Immanuel—God with us**?) Or how 
can it be possibly asserte d that his superior nature is 
inferior to God, because he has a nature inferior not 
only to God, but even to angels? I care not how ma- 
s hu- 


li- 


ny testimonies may be brought forth to prove hi 
manity—They do not, they cannot in the least inva 
date his claims to divinity—The fallacy of such argu- 
ments is easily discovered—The advocates of the doc- 
trine of Christ’s divinity as firmly believe him to bea 
man, as the direct opposers themselves of that doctrine 
— Blessed be the day, when our Saviour came into the 
world, to make our peace as mediator between the great 
God in his public character, and poor sinful man !— 
When God dweit among men, and they with him! But 
how was this to be accomplished? By what method, 
save that of his taking upon himself the human nature, 
and dwelling amongst us? And how necessary, that 
he who had the office of a mediator between God and 
his sinful creatures should be possessed of the nature of 
both and thus should have an equal interest for each ; 
that while he asserted and maintained the dignity of the 
great Jehovah, he might raise degraded and ruined man 
to the stgte from whence he had fallen. 

Possessed then of a complex person, our blessed Sa- 
vior condescenced to act, (if | may use the expression, ) 
in his official capacity, as if inferior to God—.4s .Medi- 
ator, he acted under-the direction, and asthe Servant 
of God, altho’ his Son ; and thus it is, that he says, in 
one of the texts, quoted by the Wniversal Magazine, in 





4 its remarke on the texts and queries alluded to, ** Ver- 


1 ily, Verily, the Son can do Dothing of Limself but 





Mr. Epiror,—In the Fastport Sentinel of the 28th! 


i 


; doth he ap; 


tive to the doctrine of the Divinity of our Saviour ¢ hrist. | 


dread from their evanescent appearance, and that they| the same Chapt. ** But if l do, tho’ ye 


| 
' 
i 
{ 





|phisiry. That we have no sense to boas 


From what cause, save that of two distinct natures, is | 
} 





!man but as Mediator, is Christ inferior to God, 


‘“what he seeth the Father do.” Thus not only as 
But, 
as I have already hintec, inferiority ef office, can never 
establish inferiority of nature: Nor was it possible, that 
any person who was not possessed of the power of Dei- 
ty, could ever have discharged a trust, so difficult and 
which Christ has undertaken. Often 
to his works, to prove his divine nature 


awful, as that, 
eal 
and mission—To the uring Jew ays. 6 

and mission n ie enquiring Jews, he says, ** the 
*+ works t at I do, in my Father's name they bear wi: 
se 39 


John 10—25—and again, verse 38. of 
} 


i? 


ness of me. 
clieve not me, 
‘** believe the works, that ye may know and believe, 
‘that dhe Father is in me, and Tin him.” His works 


then, demonstrating clearly, who, and from whence he 


|} was, how inexcusabic were his enemies at that tine 


and how urpardonable are the opposers of} 


is Divinity 


a subject before the public eye, a subject alre ady so}at the present day. Both enemies and disciples knew 
ably handled by many wise and learned men; he nev-; him to be man; his disciples knew and acknowledged 
ertheless cannot shrink from a duty which asa menber| him to be more, for our Saviour cautioned them not tg 
of Christ’s chureh, he owes to his fellow christians. publish to the world, who he was until after his reste. 

The re-appearance of those texts and queries cbove! rection. Bit os a divine person, his enemies knew 
mentioned accompanied by remarks, and all extracted | him not, for the chief charge the Jews brought arainst 


him, and for which they condemned him, was, that be- 


ing man, fe made hinise iy equal wilh God, 
Fearing to trespass too far upon your columns I shalJ 
postpone the continuance of my subiect—I shall beg 


leat 


e ve it farther in your next number. 


ir Obedt. Servant. 
A Friend ia 


1819. 


_ 


In our remarks on the preceding, 


‘? 
AOL 


fam “ir. 


> 
ms 


St. Andrews, Oct. 


we shell have no 


occasion to enter on any minute investication, with a 


b 


view to do away our christian brother’s arguments, for 


he has not thought best to cive us occasion so to do. 


—_— 


He has taken the easy. plain, beaten ro: d. in which 


censorious Ceclaimers have gone by thousands before 


him, in which path the progress of the pilerim is only 
- i 


prom ited by assertions m the place of argument, and 


censure in room of christian cherity and forbearance. 


After assuring us that by hie 
duty, as a member of Christ's church, which he owes to 


. } € 


Mice 


writes in discharge of 
his fellow christians 


have but little s« 


proceeds to inform us that we 
are guilty of cavilling, and of so- 
tofisa 


nuch it appears to us that its most pro- 


fact. for 
J } . 

had we ever s01 
per exercise would be in humble cratitude to the 


giver 


t 


of it, and mot im boasting es if we had not received it. 


As for the cavilling and sophistry which this writer so 
directly charges to our account, we are fully justified 
in saying, that we were not sensible of committing those 
wrongs, and that he has not made us sensible that we 
phistry, and of 
cevilling on any subject, about which we would con- 
sent to write, w 
cht; 


of guilt, did we find ourselves chargeable 


are guilty ef them. To be guilty of s 
ould surely render ourselves odious in 
our own si much more should we feel the weight 
vith these 
cu treating on the momentous subjects of re- 
Such is our deep abhorrence of what this wri- 


things wh 
ligion. 
ter has charged us with, that we are inclined to believe 
if he entertained the same, he would be loth to charge 
us as he has, especially as he has brought no proof of 
the facts. 

As soon as he enters on his subject, we find him talk 
ing about two natures in Christ, a subject not mention- 
ed in all the scriptures. But he thinks the name IM- 
MANTEL, which is God with us. fully proves this fact. 
But he should consider that what miay be satisfactory 
proof to him, may not be so to ¢ veryone. We are not 
disposed to doubt his conviction, but we feel authoriz- 
ed to say that this does not convince us. We are suat- 
isfied ** that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself,? but this does not prove to us that the 
Christ in which God was manifested consisted of two 
natures ; for if the Christ in which God was manifested 
consisted of the two uatures God und man, then Christ 
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To us it seems that our friend thinks that when the 
**creat God” took on him human nature, he still left 
it proves any thing, that] the “great God” behind him in heaven, and always 
Now because we cannot 


was God we allow, but thie would make out that God 
was in God reconciling the world unto himself! His 





argument gocs to prove, if 
Cod took on him human natere and thereby became aj looked to him for all things ! 


see the rationality of such palpable contradictions, we 





Here then there 
ss a union between God and man, but it amounts to no} are denied a competence of sense, called eavillers and 
We hope not to incur| sophists, by one who thinks he is authorized to do these 


mediator between himself and man. 


trinity, for there are but two. 
ihe charge of cavilling by asking whether it did not! things, because he is a member of Christ’s church! Is 
talke the whole of the divine nature to constitute what) it not possible that this man is in a situation simi- 
he calls the divinity of Christ? This he will not deny.| lar to those, to whom Jesns said, ** Ye know not what 
but if it required the whole of the divine nature to con- | manner of spirit ve are of?” 
This writer speaks of the * complex person” of thi, 
first person, who is cailed the Father of this second imediator. We must ask him where he gets this infoma- 
We must furthermore remind this writer, that| tion? Jesus never said, that he was possessed of two 
ity he contends for,/ natures any more than other men. Why are we not 
iwself; see John v. | informed of his pretensions to all these wonders which 
We are reminded of 


‘ ° +. — ° \ 
stitute the second person in the trinity, of what did the } 


consist ? 
this Christ, whose essential Civi: 
said that he could do notiing of 
19, ** Then answered Jesus, and said unto them, verily, | we hear so much of at this day ? 
verily, [say unto you, the Son can do nothing of hini-} the miraculous works of Jesus as proof of his being es- 
self, but what he sceth the Father do; for what things! sentially God; but we reply, if this be admitted, it 
soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.”°— | proves that all the apostles were essentially God, for 
Now it eppears to us, that in order to make the Son to| they wrought the same miracles in confirmation of their 
be really God, in every sense in which the Father} ministry that Jesus did in confirmation of his. 

is God, Jesus should have reversed the sentence, and| Look at the following words; ** His works then, de- 
have said, and verily, verily, Tsay unto you, the Father} monstrating clearly who, and from whence he was, how 
can do nothing af himself; but what he seeth the Son | inexcusable were his enemies at that time, and how un- 
do; for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth | pardonable are the opposers of his diyMity at the pre- 
And after all, according to our} sent day.” 
this * member of Christ’s church,’ we are honest to our 
God, we are honest to our blessed Saviour, we cre hon- 


Se <. . ; 
the Father itkewise! 


fricnd’s argument, this Jesus, who spake these words, 





was the Father himself; for there is no otiier God than 
the Father. Soif Christ was this one God, and if he | est towards our readers, and we are honest to ourselves. 
was at the same time the Sdn of God, he was his own) And even if we are under a mistake, we cannot doubt 
Son, end his own Father! the clemency of that merciful and faithful High Priest, 

We will venture to inform our brother, that it is not} who being touched with the feelings of our infirmities, 
our opinion that his notion of two natures in Jesus} hath compassion on the ignorant, and on them who are 
( hrist, even if it were allowed, would in the least clear| out of the way. We do not think that our brother is 
up these contradictions, nor satisiy sound reason of the | unpardonable on account of his errors; but if he possess 
a Ctnsorious spirit, an uncharitable mind, he must suffer 
But in 
diator between God and his sinful creatures should be | return for the accusations which he has laid to our 
should have | charge, and for his judgment which places us out of the 


ly pray that he may 


truth of trinitarian doctrine. 
But he contends that it was ** necessary that the me-j their natura] uneasiness and inconveniences. 








rossessed of the nature of both wnd thus 
an egual interest for both.’ reach of pardow, we most sincer 
Let us compare this with the following words of St./ be divested of an accusing spirit, freed from an unfor- 
Paul See 1 Tim. ii. 5, ** For there is one God and| giving mind, aud possessed of the spirit of him, who 
yne mediator between God and men, the man Chris: loved his enemies, and prayed for them who put him 

This surely does not describe the mediator as | to death. 
yur brother has. St. Paul said nothing of the mediator’s | 
} 


} 
! 
. yeepe . ao “ 7 f > N ne 5 } © y } a ‘ e . . . , 
pt SSE ssing the nature of both God auqag man. lf it be | ar Enter ve in at the straut gale ; for wide as the gate 
| 
} 


Jesus.” 





a 


ee a eee ioe all ys yon 
-o necessary as he thinks it is, why should it not have |qn¢ bread is the way that leadeth to destruction and 


v7 IP ESe: r mte ] 0) the div} » *Qcn , . 2 . 
peen thought necessary to write it $O lll thie divine ies Many tirere be which go an thereat ; because strait is 


the gale, and narrow ts the way which leadeth unto life, 
and fen there be that find it.°—Matt. vii. 13, 14. 


timony? 

The following words of this writer are very impor- 
tant, as they relate to his argument; ** Thus not only 
is man, but as media/or is Christ inferior to God.”’— 


As this passage of our blessed Saviour’s sayings has 
ash ; ; te been abundantly used to impress the terrific idea of fu- 
\Vith this compare what he says Just above; ‘** Blessed os ede re 

: ea ai , ture, endless misery, by which use we think great in- 
be the day, wien our Saviour came into the world, to 
make our peace as mediator between the great God in 

When God 
gwelt among men, and they with him! But how was 
By what method, save that 


justice has been done to our Redeemer’s doctrine, and 
R : eee : much useless feur waked up in the minds of thousands 
his public character and poor sinful man! , ne . 
of our fellow beings, we are induced to offer a few re- 

marks designed to apply this text to its proper subject. 
Let us ask in the first place, if it can be made to ap- 
pear consistent with the scriptures, te suppose that our 


this to be accomplished ? 
of taking upon himself the human nature and dwelling 
among us?’ Here we have that **GREAT Gop,” be-]. ; 

NER : Saviour meant to assert, in this passage that the many 
of whom he spake would be endlessly miserable, and 


that the few of whom he spake were all that would fi- 


tween whom and man the mediator acts, the mediator 
himself, acting inferior to himself! Our brother sug- 
gests that we have but a little sense, and we are willing 
to acknowledge that we have not sense enough to see 
the least reason or consistency in what he has written 


nally obtain salvation? That the reply to this question 
may be to the entire satisfaction of every candid mind 
we will take it directly from the scriptures. See Isaiah 

He argues that the ** great God” took ].... - art , 
“Slip 5” hich } Watt! Se ares lili. 11, ** By his knowledge shall my righteous servant 
on 1 uman nature, which he acted interior to]. oe ‘ 4, PRM IPOS ; 
~ we ' oF . oe = desea ¥ ea x : justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.” Will 
himself. And this he thinks was indispensable in order |° . 
; ane oe he Cees ogo F any one coniend that when the Holy Ghost spake the 
to ** make our peace as mediator.”? 

We must be indulged in our folly, we must ask 


on this subject. 


word many in this passage, it meant the same as Jesus 
eae did by the word few ? If not then the word few, in the 
where in divine revelation, we have the account of the passage quoted from the words of the Saviour does not 
great God's — mferior to hims¢ If; And further, comprehend all who are finally to be justified by him. 

wl ie great S - pee: _ nemianer, ron -” wen oe See Romans v. 19, ** For as by one man’s disobedi- 
God pray to himself afl the time he dwelt on earth — ence many were made sinners; so by the obedience of 
And did he not acknow ledge that his Father was in inn ae many be made righteous.” Here the word 
heaven? Moreover did he not say that he could do many is most evidently ws d toc ouprehend all the ein- 


, imself ? a . 
nothing of bimse ful race of the earthly Adam, and likewise the same 





“9 
number in the sevond man, the Lord from heaven. It 
is presumed that no one would be willing to contend 
that the word many in this passage means no more than 
the word few in the text under consideration, The 
conclusion seems to be unavoidable that by the word 
few our Saviour had no regard to the number who will 





Unpardonable as we are in the opinion of 


| finally be delivered from the bondage of this corruption, 
linto the glorious liberty of the children of God. In 
ifact we can see no possible reason to justify the com- 
mon application of this text toa future state. The di- 
vine teacher was not treating on the subject ofa future 
‘state, but was inculcating the moral duty of man drawn 
‘from the merciful character of our Father who is in 
heaven. Seethe context; ‘** Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you; for every one that asketh receiveth ; 
and he that secketh, findeth; and to him that knock- 
eth, it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, 
whom if his son ask bread will he give hima stone? 
Or if he ask a fish, will he give hima serpent? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is 
heaven give good things to them that ask him? There- 
fore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the Jaw and 
the prophets.” The next words are those under con- 
sideration. ‘* Enter ye in at the strait gate,” &c. Now 
what did Jesus mean by this strait gate and narrow 
way which lead unto life? It was doiny to others 
whatever we would that they should do to us. This 
he called the law and the prophets. This leads to life. 
And it is trne that there were in that age of the world, 
but a few, who found this gate, or walked in this way ; 
and itis a fact that there are but a few that find this gate, 
or walk in this way in the present age. The most of 
people in all ages of the world have walked in a differ- 
ent way. ‘They endeavour to benefit themselves by 
injuring their fellow creatures. This is the broad road, 
which Jeadeth to destruction, and many there be that 
go in thereat. The text speaks in the present tense ; 
it eave nothing about the state of man in a future world. 

Men by expecting to bencfit themselves by depriving 
others of happiness, have been employed in destroying 
one another; and this work they have carried into their 
religious systems. They deal out their anathemas of 
endless punishment on each other, but are never willing 


to receive the same in return, 

Let us endeavour to enter in at the strait gate, let us 
endeayour to walk in the narrow way which leadeth 
unto life, by doing to others whatsoever we would that 
they should do to us. 





To Readers and Correspondents. 

‘‘ Zuista,”? is received, and shall have a place in 
our next. 

J.J. Sr. Ceci,” in addition to his remarks pub- 
lished 23d ult. is received, and will be inserted as soon 
as convenient. 

The following passage is presented to our readers for 
consideration, and to correspondents for exposition ; 1 
Thess. v. 4, 5, ** But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you asa thief. Ye are 
all the children of light, and the children of the day ; 
we are not of the night, nor of darkness.”’ It is desired 
that this text may be clearly expounded in connexion 
with its context, and other passages of scripture where 
similar language is used. 


DIED, 

At his seat in Northampton, Ms. on Sunday last, the 
Hon. CALEB STRONG, late Governor of Massachu- 
setts, in the 75th year of his age. He attended publie 
worship on that day, and appeared in his usual good 
health and cheerfulness till a few minutes before bis 
decease, 

In this town, Mr. John Lawrence, © 20.—Mr. John 
Cooper, 27.—Mr. Hezckiah L. Hooper, 20.—Mr. John 
Coates, 54.—Mre. Priscilla Bowers, 88.—Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sumner, 82.—Mrs. Mary Baker, 60.—Mr. James B.. 
Reed, 23.—Mrs. Mary Hodge, 32,—Mr.. Robert Slade, 
37.— Mr. Richard ‘Trueman, 5¥. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 








AAAS 
Mr. Enitor,—If the following Parody on a Song 
written on the return of Peace possesses any merit, it 
is at your disposal. 
THE UNION OF ALL PARTIES, 
MAY the gospel of peace sent from regions above, 
Bear the ensign of union, the banner of love? 
May States by its charms ueited ne’er sever, 
And hearts ruled by Jesus be happy forever. 
May the rancour of strife in silence be hush*d, 
May the serpent of anger be endlessly crush’d, 
May all men like brothers in concord unite, 
And walk on the level as children of light. 
May their hearts be endued with grace from above, 
May their actions he tempered with meekness & love, 
May charity blend each grade and each station, 
That they happily walk in the path of salvation ; 
Till each creature replete with wisdom divine, 
In the heavenly temple resplendently shine. 
May the day star of ages unfold to mankind 
The glorious plan which God has design’d ; 
May the empire of light thro’ creation extend ; 
May the bliss of the sky in abundance descend ; 
May the scope of the soul in knowledge expand ; 
May the day-beam of heaven illumine the land; 
Then the freedom of thought, unrestrain’d by control, 
Shall scan the grand volume that spreads *neath the 
Read the wonders of God most legibly drawa, [{pole, 
In the stars of the night, and the blushes of morn. 
Then the sun of our joy its beams shall display, 
Whose brightness shall rival the monarch of day, 
Till hberty, virtue and concord shall reign, 
Thro’ all regions of earth, and the wild of the main. 
The captive that groan’d in the prison of grief, 
Irom Jesse’s great son receives his relief, 
And feels in his heart the bliss of the day, 
That melts from his mind cach sorrow away. 
in wisdom’s broad temple all uations shall kneel, 
Her precepts obey, her benignity feel. 
Till the system of nature, by goodness refin’d, 
Its charms shall reveal to the eye of the msnd. 
The sun shall then smile on a world full of joy, 
For no trouble shall rise its peace to destroy ; 
The crimes of pass’d ages, now buried in gloom, 
Shall ne’er be recall’d from the dust of their tomb, 
But the bliss of the soul in rapture shall run, 


When nature shall freeze at the death of the sun. 
HERMES. 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


A HYMN. 
Religious Controversy. 
My foes declare with awful frown, 
The Lord my soul will thunder down 
To black and long despair: 
My crimes they state, can’t be forgiv’n; 
I’ve preach’d so much *he love of heay’n, 
I ne’er shal] enter there! 


own the charge, and wont deny, 

Ive laid my worldly pleasure by, 
Devoted up my time 

Yo preach my Saviour’s boundless love 

To all mankind, that they may prove 
His mercy all divine. 





~ 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
Deception! heresy! they cry ; 

The fraud is of the blackest dye ; 
Should Christ love sinners? No! 

He loves his saints, and such are we, 

But sinners all must banish’d be 


To vengeance, wrath and wee! 


That P'm a sinner, Lord, | own, 
But thou in mercy gave thy Son 
For wretches such as me; 
And since I knew thy merey, Lord, 
| have to sinners preaci’d thy word, 
That they might taste and see. 
If Christ for sinners feels no love, 
What brought bim from the realins above, 
To die for sinful men? 
If Jesus felt no Jove for me, 
Till T his gracions love did see, 
How did that love begin ? 
Lord, judge between my foes and me, 
Give us discerning eves to sce 
And understand thv crace ; 
- 
If there be mercy stil] in store 
For sinners, then reveal thy power-- 
Unvail thy lovely face. 
—_—_—_—_—KVéFFE=_ SS — —— 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. 





anew 
Dialogue between a Unirersalist and a Limitarian, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 76. 

Lim. Y can assure you, dear sir, that 1 have not ne- 
glected the serisous consideration of the subjects which 
you have just named. And I have no cbjections te 
civing you to understand what changes have taken plac 
in my mind, and the views which have produced them. 
I have been in the habit of believing that the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation was the most unreasonable doc- 
trine ever propagated in the world, the most unscrip- 
tural, and the most repugnant to the inward experience 
of the true christian. Indeed, I did not suppose that 
Universalists really believed what they pretended to; 
and I have utterly refused hearing them preach, and to 
read their writings on this account; and I wever gave 
up this prejudice until your fair and candid replies to 
ny communications compelled me to doit. You can 
hardly conceive the operations of my mind, and I am 
sure I can never fully express them,when J was bronght 
to a candid impartial inguiry, in my own reflections, on 
the great question between us. My mind received no 
small shock, though I did not let you know it at the 
time, when I utterly failed in finding any passage of 
scripture, by which I should limit the word aut in St. 
Paul’s declaration, 1 Tim. ii. 4, ** Who will have al! 
men te be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth.”? [had so often heard it said that this pas- 
sage was limited by the plain testimony of the general 
tenour of scripture, that I had no doubt but I could 
bring an overwhelming force which would do it away 
at once ; but to my great surprise T sought the scrip- 
tures in vain on this subject, and when I was fully sat- 
isfied that I had been Seceived on this important point, | 
was under the necessity of calling in question many oth- 
er opinions, which | now thought might be as destitute 
of scripture support as the one which had now so un- 
expectedly vanished from my mind. I have given my- 
self time and leisure patiently to search the scriptures 
to find direct testimony against the doctrine of univer- 
sal salvation, but I have unexpectedly found many pas- 
sages which candour has compelled me to consider to 
be more in favour of the doctrine, than any I have been 
able to find, are against it; though there are many pas- 
sages which still appear to favour the doctrine in which 
I have been traditionated, and which [ am unable to 
reconcile with the sentiment to which I feel my mind 


so strongly inclined at present 


Uni. Permit me, dear sir, to express my satisfaction 
on finding that you have gained one important point, 
in which so many have failed. I mean this; you have 
exercised that candour with the scriptures as to make 
up your mind from their general tenor notwithstanding 
certain doubtful passages may appear to tend a different 
way. ‘This is a rare instance, the most of people, who 
retain the doctrine of endless misery appear to give no 
weight to the abundant testiniony in support of the im- 
partial goodness and universal grace of our heavenly 
Father, but rely entirely on a few dark parabolical pas- 
sages which the traditions of men have applied to the 
support of that gloomy sentiment. It 1s impossible for 
me to tell the number of such persons, who have suid 
to ine, there is one text if it can be cleared up in favour 
of universal salvation, | will believe the doctrine at once. 
One would name the parable of the sheep and goats, 
another that of the tares of the field, a third, that of the 
rich man and Lazarus, &c. &c. Now in all these in- 
stances it seems that the person was willing to crant 
that the whole bible would run easily in the doctrine of 
God's universal goodness and salvation, except the one 
text he named; but that he would rather this one text 
should rule the whole bible, than that tlhe whole bible 
should govern this one text! But after all, the case in 
these instances is clear, it Is superstition and vain tra- 
dition that governs the mind, and the mind controuls 
the scriptures. 

Please to excuse this interruption ; you were going 
to say something respecting reason and the experience 
of christian people relative to the doctrine of the salva- 
tion of all men, but I was so pleased to find one can- 
did soul who could use the scriptures with the candour 
above described, that | felt my-scif constrained to men- 
! 


tion it. Do be so good as to proceed. 


ro BE CONTINUED. 





ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 

After hearing a public discourse, in which the learn 
ed and eloquent preacher, in room of devoting his ex- 
ertions to feed the redeemed of the Lord with the 
heavenly bread of spiritual life, pamted in the most 
glowing colours the horrors of arm imagimary hell; a 
good matron more distinguished for her superstition tian 
for penetration of mind, replied to one who asked her 
how she hked the preacher, I am delighted, how beuu 


tifully he described hell! 





MARRIED, 

In Charlestown, Mr. Rufus P. Phipps, to Miss Elvira 
Copps, daughter of Mr. Simeon Copps 

la this town, by Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. 
to Miss Mary Ann M’Elroy. 

By Rev. Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Joseph Freneh to Miss Sally 
Jones, of Sharon. 

By Rev. Bishop Cheverus, Mr. Peter Ledwith to Miss 
Margaret Varley. 

sy Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. James Davenport of Dore 
chester, to Miss Abigail ). Lord, of this town. 


—_—_—_—— 
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SCRIPE URAL CA’TECHISM, 
Just Published and For Sule at this Office, 


* 
The Cumy’s Scraprernan Carrentsm, by the Rev 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single. 


S.jweon Alder 





Also, just received, und for sale as above, 

A Sermon, delivered at Dana, (Mass.) August 
1815, in commemoration of the untimely death of Wim. 
and Alonzo Babbit, two eldest sons of the Key. James 
Babbit, who were instantaneously killed by an explo- 
sion, which took place im the U. 5.1 uboratory, at Al- 
bany, N. ¥. Dec. 13, 1815.—By their unfortunate Fa- 
ther.—Price 20 cents. 
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